Open Space Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: March 26, 2018
Time: 7:04 PM
Place: Town Hall, Meeting Room B-2
Attendees:
Members:
Wayne Castonguay, Co-Chair
Andy Brengle, Co-Chair
David Feldman
Caleb Garone
Katie Banks Hone
Ralph Williams
Will Holton
Associate Members:
Larry Eliot
Sissy ffolliott
Ed Monnelly
Staff:
Hannah Wilbur, Open Space Manager
Meeting Agenda:
1. Citizens Queries: None
2. Acceptance of Minutes from February 26, 2018 meeting
After discussion of some edits, the draft minutes for open session minutes for
February 26, 2018 were accepted by a unanimous vote on a motion by David
Feldman and seconded by Ralph Williams.
3. Pony Express Task Force report:
David Feldman provided a task force update, reporting that stables demolition and
parking lot construction were expected to proceed in spring and summer 2018, with
an anticipated spring 2019 opening of the athletic fields. The Conservation
Commission was to issue an opinion on the fields and wetlands this spring. The
single lot on the southern end of the property was sold for $275,000. It was noted
that a February letter to the editor in local news outlets by Open Space Administrator
Beth O’Connor updating the public on site developments had received no negative
feedback. An official name for the property remained undetermined, with three
alternatives in contention. Ralph Williams voiced concern about the wetlands
covering the 30ft wide strip retained by the Town for the Greenbelt easement. Hannah
said she would research some alternatives.
4. Volunteers for OSC participation in Town Comprehensive Plan:
David Feldman and Andy Brengle volunteered to participate as Open Space
Committee representatives on a committee to update the Town’s Community

Development Plan. Senior Planner Ethan Parsons is leading the effort to chart the
long-term outlook for Ipswich relative to development and open space conservation,
among other things.
5. Ranking parcels for open space acquisition and conservation:
Committee members reviewed the list of unprotected land parcels on a master list to
update their rankings as priorities for open space acquisition and conservation. The
categories are High, Medium, and Low, with an additional sub-ranking of the same
categories within each ranking. E.g., a high priority parcel could be a medium high
or high high priority within the “high” group. The Committee did not finish the list
but will continue the exercise at future meetings.
6. Other items not reasonably anticipated:
The Farmer’s Market Coordinator position still needs filling
7. Executive Session for purposes of Land Acquisition:
At 8:23 pm on a motion of David Feldman and seconded by Will Holton members
took a unanimous roll call vote to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of
discussing ongoing land acquisition plans and negotiations. At 8.53 p.m. on a motion
of David Feldman, seconded by Katie Banks Hone, members took a unanimous roll
call vote to exit executive session.
8. Next Meeting:
April 23rd
Adjournment: At 8:54 PM
Motion made by Andy Brengle, second by David Feldman. The vote was unanimous.
Respectfully submitted,
Andy Brengle
These minutes are the summary of secretarial notes.

